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Meet [l’lﬂ actor and mOE‘.ﬂl WhO‘S

making waves — and finding
success on her own terms

TODAY, VANESSA Vanderpuye is one of
the most exciting new talents in che UK,

life
‘going o kecp actingand scruggling
and not havinga regular paycheck? She
suckwih i oo o
parcs n the muld-award-winning web scrics
Dyeanming fl’fniv Blaok (2 whip smar

drama) and Sky’s crime drama Brfles
alongside Tip Boy's Ashley Wilrers,
followed, purting her femly on the map.

Geting the call that Iid landed che pae
in Bufletproof; 1 did

't know how to reace.

When the moment you've been waiting
and dreaming abou for years finally
arcives, it is so surceal, she says. ‘Especially

working with semeone as esieemed as
Ashley, someone 1've admired and warched
sinee he was in So Solid Crew; 1 can still
repeat all the lyrics from 27 Secondst”

This aurumn Vanderpaye starred in
Mys Sidlre Investigares with the legendary
Meera Syal. It follows Vanderpuye'sfrst

Son
for which she won Best Actor at the

3
challenges me is more rewasding

10 HOT STORIES

American Black Film Festival, For the role
of Ashionye, she had 1o learn a new
‘A apuk Ga but @ was plaping a Yoruba,

<0 1'm ot speaking i

a
nd char's exactly whar she is
or in her roles: ‘Anyehing char

chat takes me ot of my comforc zone.
Although he passion for acring scareed
) e, Vandespuye seudied for
degiee in criminal justice. ‘Growing up ia
an Alrican household, being the fissc child,
my mum wwould not let me go o acting
< told me co study someching
and, i Lsell wanted 10 act
erwards, she would supper: me. Buc
once | got a tasce for acting, 1 couldn'e
shake it off” Since then, a determination
o s has spared Vanderpu on
throughoue her can s an actor
Te zakes a lor of self-discip
with gach hurdle you hase 1o ask yours
am u.mm:q,!,m.q,

1 have an achlecic body, Thave &
agrea smile, havegreac skin, Thadto 3
pick our the things thac - [m c about mysclf

RS AGHET A

e, oo e o Al
Rayane Feghali Farran. “To make
industries, which can be quite

I, you need o have the right
ccam around you! cxplains Vandsrpuye,

“Peaple who are going to auchentically
champion you - be honess with you and
hald yo ountable.”

The next step in her journey? Moving
w0 LA ‘A lot of my audition tapes are for
African American women, so | know there
is 2 space for me in the US.  just nced to
xm aleap of faith! she says. ‘I'm trying

o manifest a Marvel role, Or be the firse
Bl.ul. Lara Croft! Hollywood, take noce.
Foltow Visessat Vinderpiye on Instagram
@V Vhrown.
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